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and socially. Indeed, this latter development proceeded farther and farther
within the narrow circle of the high feudatories, and as it proceeded it became less
uniform. The results were by no means only disadvantageous, such as the
depression of the ordinary freeman, for in this narrow social circle an economic
transformation could take place, which could hardly have occurred within a wider
area,1 and the close connection between religious and secular landlords had
economic advantages, where usually only political losses have been considered
as for instance the fact that it was the imtnunitas which finally led to the removal
of the old Roman taxes. Thus it would be a mistake to ascribe only unfavourable
results to the feudal system, as has mostly been done in the past
It is true that this close connection between the religious and the secular gave
rise to a great danger for the future. When, in the sixth century, the Frankish
kings absorbed Church property far and wide for state purposes, there was no
religious power in the Frankish Church which could stand against them. But what
would happen when the Frankish Church grew out of the narrow bonds in which
it was held, and found support from without ? When that happened for the
first time under Boniface there was at once a cry for the " reform " of the old
Frankish regulations. In this reform, however, the tendency of the secular
powers to become independent is manifest. The great successors of the first
Arnolfmg reformers of the eighth century, Pippin and Charles the Great, managed
to restrain this powerful struggle to shake off the old obligations. But three
hundred years later, when the Church had found a mighty ally in the new German
princedoms, the central authority in Germany was overthrown by the investiture
controversy.
1 See my remarks in Wirtschaftsentwicklung der jKaroKnger%eit, iia, 373 f.